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December 9, 2024 
 
Mayor Vasyl Huliaiev 
City of Chornomorsk, Ukraine 
 
Dear Mayor Huliaiev, 
 
I wanted to convey my best wishes to you and your city officials from Erie, Pennsylvania.  
 
I had the honor of visiting Chornomorsk earlier this year when we delivered two ships of gas 
pipe to support your nation's energy needs. I had the opportunity to see your city and port and 
spend time with our employees there. 
 
I cannot make this trip, but my son, who has been there several times, will travel to meet with 
you. He is bringing you letters of support from other local businesses who want to further 
cultural, civic, educational, sporting, and business exchanges between our two port cities. Trust 
me, sir, there will be many more.  
 
I know Derek will represent us well, and I look forward to my next visit and many good days 
ahead for you and the people of Chornomorsk, getting to know the good people of Erie, 
Pennsylvania, another port city.  
 
Thank you for your hospitality and support. And, of course, for Ukraine's fight for freedom. 
 
Slava Ukrainia,  
 
 

 
 

Jim Berlin 
CEO 
Logistics Plus, Inc. 
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December 5, 2024 
  
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
Subject: Expression of Support for Erie-Chornomorsk Sister City Partnership 
  
  
On behalf of the Erie County Gaming Revenue Authority (ECGRA), we are pleased 
to express our support for the Erie-Chornomorsk Sister City initiative and our interest 
in exploring potential commercial partnerships with businesses in Chornomorsk, 
Ukraine. 
  
We believe that this partnership presents a unique opportunity to foster global 
collaboration, expand economic opportunities, and strengthen cultural ties between 
our two cities. At ECGRA, we are committed to contributing to Erie’s growth and 
international reputation by actively supporting this groundbreaking initiative. 
  
While we currently do not have specific plans for collaboration, we are open to 
discussions about how our business can engage with Chornomorsk’s vibrant economy. 
We are confident that this partnership will create new avenues for mutual growth and 
success. 
  
We commend the efforts of Logistics Plus, and the City of Erie in making this vision a 
reality. Please feel free to reach out to us for further discussions or initiatives related to 
this important project. 
  
Together, we can create lasting economic and cultural connections that will benefit 
both Erie and Chornomorsk for years to come. 
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
Perry N. Wood 
Executive Director 
Erie County Gaming Revenue Authority 
5340 Fryling Rd., Ste 201 
Erie, PA 16510 
pwood@ecgra.org 
814-897-2693 



 
 

December 5, 2024 

RE:  Expression of Support for Erie-Chornomorsk Sister City Partnership 

To Whom It May Concern: 

On behalf of the Erie Downtown Development Corporation (“EDDC”), we are pleased to express 

our support for the Erie-Chornomorsk Sister City initiative and our interest in exploring potential 

commercial partnerships with businesses in Chornomorsk, Ukraine. 

We believe that this partnership presents a unique opportunity to foster global collaboration, 

expand economic opportunities, and strengthen cultural ties between our two cities. At the EDDC, 

we are committed to contributing to Erie’s growth and international reputation by actively 

supporting this groundbreaking initiative. 

While we currently do not have specific plans for collaboration, we are open to discussions about 

how our business can engage with Chornomorsk’s vibrant economy. We are confident that this 

partnership will create new avenues for mutual growth and success. 

We commend the efforts of Logistics Plus, and the City of Erie in making this vision a reality. 

Please feel free to reach out to us for further discussions or initiatives related to this important 

project. 

Together, we can create lasting economic and cultural connections that will benefit both Erie and 

Chornomorsk for years to come. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Drew Whiting 

CEO 

Erie Downtown Development Corporation 



Pennsylvania Web & Digital Marketing

Expression of Support for Erie-Chornomorsk Sister City Partnership

December 6, 2024

To Whom It May Concern,

On behalf of Epic Web Studios, we are pleased to express our support for the Erie-Chornomorsk Sister
City initiative and our interest in exploring potential commercial partnerships with businesses in
Chornomorsk, Ukraine.

We believe that this partnership presents a unique opportunity to foster global collaboration, expand
economic opportunities, and strengthen cultural ties between our two cities. At Epic Web Studios, we are
committed to contributing to Erie’s growth and international reputation by actively supporting this
groundbreaking initiative.

While we currently do not have specific plans for collaboration, we are open to discussions about how our
business can engage with Chornomorsk’s vibrant economy. We are confident that this partnership will
create new avenues for mutual growth and success.

We commend the efforts of Logistics Plus, and the City of Erie in making this vision a reality. Please feel
free to reach out to us for further discussions or initiatives related to this important project.

Together, we can create lasting economic and cultural connections that will benefit both Erie and
Chornomorsk for years to come.

Sincerely,

_______________________________
David Hunter, CEO

Epic Web Studios · d.hunter@epicwebstudios.com · 901 French Street Erie, PA · 814.746.6987
www.EpicWebStudios.com
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December 12, 2024 
 
Subject: Expression of Support for Erie-Chornomorsk Sister City Partnership 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
On behalf of the Erie County Community College, we are pleased to express our support for the Erie-
Chornomorsk Sister City initiative and our interest in exploring potential commercial partnerships with 
businesses in Chornomorsk, Ukraine. 
 
We believe that this partnership presents a unique opportunity to foster global collaboration, expand 
economic opportunities, and strengthen cultural ties between our two cities. At the Erie County Community 
College, we are committed to contributing to Erie’s growth and international reputation by actively 
supporting this groundbreaking initiative. 
 
While we currently do not have specific plans for collaboration, we are open to discussions about how our 
business can engage with Chornomorsk’s vibrant economy. We are confident that this partnership will create 
new avenues for mutual growth and success. 
 
We commend the efforts of Logistics Plus, and the City of Erie in making this vision a reality. Please feel free 
to reach out to us for further discussions or initiatives related to this important project. 
 
Together, we can create lasting economic and cultural connections that will benefit both Erie and 
Chornomorsk for years to come. 
 
Yours in Learning, 
 

 
Chris Gray, Ph.D. 
Founding President 
 
 

http://www.ec3pa.org/






 

 

 

 

 

December 5, 2024 

RE:  Expression of Support for Erie-Chornomorsk Sister City Partnership 

To Whom It May Concern: 

On behalf of Five Iron Golf Erie, we are pleased to express our support for the Erie-Chornomorsk 

Sister City initiative and our interest in exploring potential commercial partnerships with 

businesses in Chornomorsk, Ukraine. 

We believe that this partnership presents a unique opportunity to foster global collaboration, 

expand economic opportunities, and strengthen cultural ties between our two cities. At Five Iron 

Golf Erie, we are committed to contributing to Erie’s growth and international reputation by 

actively supporting this groundbreaking initiative. 

While we currently do not have specific plans for collaboration, we are open to discussions about 

how our business can engage with Chornomorsk’s vibrant economy. We are confident that this 

partnership will create new avenues for mutual growth and success. 

We commend the efforts of Logistics Plus, and the City of Erie in making this vision a reality. 

Please feel free to reach out to us for further discussions or initiatives related to this important 

project. 

Together, we can create lasting economic and cultural connections that will benefit both Erie and 

Chornomorsk for years to come. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Drew Whiting 

Manager and Owner 

Five Iron Golf Erie 





 

 

 
 
 
 
December 4, 2024 
 
Subject: Expression of Support for Erie-Chornomorsk Sister City Partnership 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
On behalf of Gannon University, we are pleased to express our support for the Erie-Chornomorsk Sister City initiative 
and our interest in exploring potential commercial partnerships with businesses in Chornomorsk, Ukraine. 
 
We believe that this partnership presents a unique opportunity to foster global collaboration, expand economic 
opportunities, and strengthen cultural ties between our two cities. At Gannon University, we are committed to contributing 
to Erie’s growth and international reputation by actively supporting this groundbreaking initiative. 
 
While we currently do not have specific plans for collaboration, we are open to discussions about how our business can 
engage with Chornomorsk’s vibrant economy. We are confident that this partnership will create new avenues for mutual 
growth and success. 
 
We commend the efforts of Logistics Plus, and the City of Erie in making this vision a reality. Please feel free to reach 
out to us for further discussions or initiatives related to this important project. 
 
Together, we can create lasting economic and cultural connections that will benefit both Erie and Chornomorsk for years 
to come. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Walter Iwanenko, Ph.D. 
President 
 
Gannon University 
109 University Square 
Erie, PA 16541 
iwanenko001@gannon.edu 
(814) 871-7609 
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December 9, 2024 

To Whom It May Concern, 

Subject: Expression of Support for Erie-Chornomorsk Sister City Partnership 

 

I am pleased to express my support for the Erie-Chornomorsk Sister City initiative and 

the interest in exploring potential commercial partnerships with businesses in 

Chornomorsk, Ukraine.  

I believe this partnership presents a unique opportunity to foster global collaboration, 

expand economic opportunities, and strengthen cultural ties between our two cities. As 

a former Erie County Executive, I am still committed to contributing to Erie’s growth and 

international reputation by actively supporting this groundbreaking initiative. 

While there are not currently specific plans for collaboration, discussion is open about 

how to best engage with Chornomorsk’s vibrant economy. I am confident that this 

partnership will create new avenues for mutual growth and success.  

I commend the efforts of Logistics Plus and the City of Erie in making this vision a 

reality. Please feel free to reach out to me for further discussions or initiatives related to 

this important project. 

Together, we can create lasting economic and cultural connections that will benefit both 

Erie and Chornomorsk for years to come. 

Sincerely, 

 

Judith Lynch, Ph.D. 

Erie County Executive, 1982-2001 
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December 9, 2024 

To Whom It May Concern, 

Subject: Expression of Support for Erie-Chornomorsk Sister City Partnership 

 

I am pleased to express my support for the Erie-Chornomorsk Sister City initiative and the 

interest in exploring potential commercial partnerships with businesses in Chornomorsk, 

Ukraine.  

I believe this partnership presents a unique opportunity to foster global collaboration, expand 

economic opportunities, and strengthen cultural ties between our two cities. As a former Mayor 

of Erie, Pennsylvania, I am still committed to contributing to Erie’s growth and international 

reputation by actively supporting this groundbreaking initiative. 

While there are not currently specific plans for collaboration, discussion is open about how to 

best engage with Chornomorsk’s vibrant economy. I am confident that this partnership will 

create new avenues for mutual growth and success.  

I commend the efforts of Logistics Plus and the City of Erie in making this vision a reality. 

Please feel free to reach out to me for further discussions or initiatives related to this important 

project. 

Together, we can create lasting economic and cultural connections that will benefit both Erie and 

Chornomorsk for years to come. 

Sincerely, 

 

Joyce Savocchio 

Mayor, City of Erie 1990-2002 

Erie City Council, 1981-1989 

 



 
 
 
 
 
December 5, 2024 
 
Subject: Expression of Support for Erie-Chornomorsk Sister City Partnership 
  
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
On behalf of Penn State Behrend, we are pleased to express our support for the Erie-Chornomorsk Sister City 
initiative and our interest in exploring potential commercial partnerships with businesses in Chornomorsk, 
Ukraine. 
  
We believe that this partnership presents a unique opportunity to foster global collaboration, expand economic 
opportunities, and strengthen cultural ties between our two cities. At Penn State Behrend, we are committed to 
contributing to Erie’s growth and international reputation by actively supporting this groundbreaking initiative. 
  
While we currently do not have specific plans for collaboration, we are open to discussions about how our 
business can engage with Chornomorsk’s vibrant economy. We are confident that this partnership will create 
new avenues for mutual growth and success. 
  
We commend the efforts of Logistics Plus, and the City of Erie in making this vision a reality. Please feel free 
to reach out to us for further discussions or initiatives related to this important project. 
  
Together, we can create lasting economic and cultural connections that will benefit both Erie and Chornomorsk 
for years to come. 
  
Sincerely, 


Ralph M. Ford, Ph.D. 

 
 

 
 

Ralph M. Ford, Chancellor 
The Pennsylvania State University 
Glenhill Farmhouse 
4701 College Drive 
Erie, PA 16563-0101 
 

Tel: 814-898-6160 
Fax: 814-898-6461 
rmf7@psu.edu 
behrend.psu.edu 
 

An Equal Opportunity University 
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